
                                                         

 

 

April 4, 2022 

Professional Standards Board 
RE: 1581 School Reading Specialist Regulation 
       Public Comment regarding change to Regulation 
 

Greetings: 

As the chair for Reading and ESL programs as Wilmington University, I was surprised to see the change in 

the regulation that will be voted on soon. I am writing to express my deep concern regarding this 

change.  

The regulation, 1581, is meant to clearly define the background required for those wishing to work with 

our students and teachers as Reading Specialists. That includes professionals who are adding 

coursework to their credentials via either an advanced degree (Master of Education) or substantial 

coursework (24 credits, which is just a few credits shy of being a degree). 

Wilmington University recognizes the diverse learning needs of students in Delaware classrooms, 

including multilingual learners.  To that end, the required coursework supports the need for reading 

specialists to be able to give reading specialists the tools to help them to do so. Teaching English as a 

Second Language is a course that lays the groundwork for the important work these specialists will do 

with both the students and the teachers. It has been a terrific course for this particular area of study in 

the past; there is no need to change it.  

Knowing how to teach English to children who have learned another language first is immensely 

important in enabling them to be successful in their new environments. It means helping them 

assimilate into their new environment. As teachers, generally, we need to be especially sensitive to this. 

As a school system, it becomes critical that we provide teachers with the best opportunity to understand 

the children with whom they work, their needs, and how to fulfill them. 

Please reinstate the course, Teaching English as a Second Language to the regulation for Reading 

Specialists.  

Sincerely, 

    

Kathryn Brown, Ed.D. 
Wilmington University 
Director, Advanced Programs 
Chair, Reading and ESOL 


